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AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 0979 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR EFIS NATO IC 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PRESS RELATES NATO FLEET VISIT TO FISHERIES ISSUE 

1. COMMUNIST-DOMINATED PEOPLES ALLIANCE DAILY THJODVILJINN TODAY 
PORTRAYED VISIT TO ICELAND AUGUST 25-27 OF STANDING NAVAL FORCE 
ATLANTIC AS EFFORT TO INTIMIDATE ICELAND ON EVE OF LATTER'S 
EXTENSION OF FISHING LIMITS. IN EDITORIAL ENTITLED "NATO SHOWS ITS 
TEETH," PAPER RECALLED "INVASION BY BRITISH SHIPS... BELONGING TO 
NATO" IN 1958 AND 1973. AND SAID THAT TIMING OF CURRENT VISIT IS 
CAUSE FOR ALARM. "QUESTION IS," CONTINUED EDITORIAL, "DID FLEET 
COME TO WARN ICELAND TO GO SLOW IN FISHERIES LIMITS MATTER OR TO 
BE ON HAND IN CASE SERVICES ARE NEEDED?" 

2. ONLY OTHER EDITORIAL COMMENT ON VISIT APPEARED IN INDEPENDENCE 
PARTY (CONSERVATIVE) MORGUNBLADID AUGUST 27 AND WARMLY WELCOMED CALL 
AS REMINDER OF IMPORTANT WESTERN DEFENSE COOPERATION IN WHICH 
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PROMINENT AND ALONG PREDICTABLE LINES. THJODVILJINN TOOK OUT OF 

CONTEXT AND PLAYED UP REMARK BY FLEET COMMANDANT WHICH MADE IT 

APPEAR HE WAS UNCONCERNED ABOUT SOVIET NAVAL POWER IN NORTH ATLANTIC. 

(IN FACT. HE HAD BEEN EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE IN CAPABILITIES OF 

HIS SHIPS VIS-A-VIS SOVIETS, WHOSE GROWING STRENGTH HE 

EMPHASIZED.) PROGRESSIVE PARTY'S TIMINN TREATED VISIT IN 

GENERALLY STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER ALTHOUGH, CONSISTENT WITH 

USUAL APPROACH. TOOK CARE TO DISASSOCIATE FLEET PRESENCE FROM 

ANY SUGGESTION OF SOVIET MENACE TO ICELAND. MORGUNBLADID 

PROVIDED HEAVIEST AND MOST FAVORABLE COVERAGE OF VISIT, WHILE 

OTHER TWO PAPERS MENTIONED IT ONLY BRIEFLY. 

4. COMMENT: UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, PEOPLES ALLIANCE WOULD 
HAVE ATTACKED NATO FLEET VISIT TO ICELAND. PARTICULARLY VICIOUS 
EDITORIAL DESCRIBED ABOVE, HOWEVER, SHOWS LENGTHS TO WHICH PA 
IS TRYING TO EXPLOIT - AND ENCOURAGE - ULTRA-NATIONALISTIC 
SENTIMENTS IN COUNTRY OVER FISHERIES ISSUE. 
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